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Dianthus

end of June in a frame with gentle bottom
heat.

SPECIES,

D. discolor (China). Flowers white to
pink, Hay and June, 5 ft.

D. gracilis (Japan). Only suitable for
mild seaside districts or cold house, being
very subject to spring frosts. Flowers
white in spring.

JDBYIL IN A BUSH, see

FLOWER

SEED
PODS

SCATTERING
SEEDS

BROOM

When the seeds of Broom ripen, the fibre in

the pod causes it to burst and scatter the seeds.

Botanists can this dehiscence.   All the Brooms

are excellent plants for light soil*

DEW PONDS. High up on the Downs
are age-old ponds used to provide water
for cattle, and so constructed that they
never dry out. Originally they "were used
as a permanent water supply on a fortified
hill-top. Such ponds are of interest if
introduced into the garden, and although
they originated so many years ago that
the secret of their construction is rather
-vague, yet the following formula, can be
taken as fairly reliable. The ponds may
he any desired diameter, but the first step
is to dig out the centre to a depth of 5 ft.,
sloping outwards to the edges, banking up

the last 18 in. to the ground level. The
pond is then lined with clay, and covered
with straw. (Puddled lime is then placed
on the straw and it must not be allowed
to mix with the clay. Earth is then
rammed down over the lime to mate the
bed of the pond.

Such a pond takes six months to fill by
natural means, but in the garden it may
have a small quantity of water placed
in it to hasten filling.

The scientific explanation is that the
layer of straw prevents heat passing from
the earth below to the pond water. The
water, being cold, causes condensation of
the moisture-laden night air. Evapora-
tion during the day also cools the pond
water and so helps condensation.

DI&NELLA (dl-a-nel'-la. Liliacea).
An evergreen with rush-like leaves, and
small -white or blue flowers, in long
panicles up to 2 ft. long, succeeded by blue
berries. Rather tender. Soil, loam and
peat. Propagate by seeds and division.
SPECIES.

D. intermedia (New Zealand). IFlowers
white; berries dark blue.

D. Tasmanica (Tasmania). Flowers blue
followed by large blue berries.

Dianellas are suitable for growing in
pots in the cold house in a compost similar
to that used for Agapanthus. Repot in
early spring. Water freely during growing
period, little after.

Propagate   by   division   -when  repotting.

DIANTHUS (carnations, pinks, etc.).
These include hardy perennials and
biennials. Some of the latter group are
practically annuals since they will if
sown, early under glass, flower the same
season. The genus has attracted the
attention of modern hybridists and new
races a*re constantly being offered. They
include flowers of almost every colour,
many with fringed pet-als and all fragrant.
Most of them are hardy and suitable for
cultivation all the year round outdoors.
CULTIVATION OF THE BIENNIAL SPECIES
AISD HYBRIDS.

The Sweet Williams are amongst the
oldest and best known of the biennial
species of Dianthus. They are very simply
raised from seed sown out of doors in
any ordinary soil. The seed should b<i
sown in summer and thinned or trans-